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Making a Difference: Member
Spotlight on Paul Baessler

Our members play an important role in making the Partnership work.
They can be directors, committee members, supporters and of course,
our most important volunteers!

Meet Paul Baessler, the ZWP Treasurer and one of our member
volunteers who helps make a  difference in the watershed.

Q. How long have you been a

member of the ZWP?

| became a member in 2004 and started
attending meetings in the fall of that year.
Andy Hart told me about the group. | took
over the Treasureros
got the C PI Grant.

Q. What have you enjoyed the most

about being a ZWP volunteer?

The people. | enjoy working with people

who are passionate about the Watershed, we have many interesting
members and it has been good to get to know them.

Q. What do you see as imp ortant accomplishments so far? What are
important future goals for the partnership?

Primarily the bringing together people and the agencies in the
watershed toward a common purpose. We have raised the awareness
of our communities and have a good start tow ard making a real
difference in the quality of water. We need to secure adequate
funding to continue our mission in the future and our commitment
toward the Cascade Meadow Science Center can help us reach out to
more people to educate about our water reso urces.

Q. What does being a member of the ZWP mean to you?

Leaving something behind better than | found it and educating those
who live in the watershed the importance of being a good steward.

Q. Tell us something interesting or fun that you like to do in the
watershed?

| continue to learn about the watershed since | am not native to this
part of the state. The best part is learning how many farmers are
committed to  soil and water conservation

Q. Share a little about yourself, family, interests, etc.

I have been an Agribusiness Banker for the past 25 years, raised on a

livestock oriented farm in ~ West Central Missouri , both my wife and |
enjoy SE MN and the quality of life it offers us.

We want to know what you think! Tell us what we have done
well in the past, and what you would like us to do in betber
2008. What do you think is a priority for the watershed?
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What does it mean
to be a member of
the Zumbro
Watershed

Partnership?

It means you can
make a difference in
the quality of the
water we drink,

swim and fish in. It
means you can play a
part in restoring and
protecting lands for
wildlife such as

white -tail deer,
cold-water trout,
ducks and pheasants.
It means you can
learn how to be a
good steward of the
land and pass down a
legacy to the next
generation.

Your membership
dollars are not used
to pay for directors
to attend meetings.
Instead, all funds
are used to provide
support for projects,
programs and
educational events
for the needs of the
citizens of the
Zumbro River
Watershed.
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Wildlife Project Case Study: Lake Geneva Drawdown

By Jennifer Ronnenberg
Ceneva Lake Reclamation Facts
I t 6 saysalgowd idea to check in with neighbors from time to time to &
. . . §
see what they are up to. In this case, | got some very interesting ?;“;., E 1001 2082
. Tl Before restorat Afrer restoratio
updates on the Lake Geneva drawdown project conducted by the DNR. g FIOTE resEarasian | Alter resteraten
Lake Geneva is a shallow lake located in Freeborn County. Existing ) 0.4 ft ave. To the bottom
-, . . . . Secchi
conditions in the lake were progressively worsening turbid water, rough (0.2-0.8 fr) (1.5-5.0fc)
fish and loss of beneficial vegetation. Below is a section from the Total
GenevalakeNews, the Turtle Creek Watershe |phosphorus’ 251 peb 43 peb
Emergent T surf. area 30% swrf. area
oThe MN DNR intentionally lowered wat  er levels in 2007 to mimic Vegetation® | 40% perimeter |00% perimeter
conditions that would occur during an extensive natural drought.
] ) Submergent ) )
Drought s natureds reset mechanism Vegetation® =1% surf. area 84% surf. area
areas in lakes and to control abundance of rough fish. Aquatic plants
' g, i =310 deni ’o =it ~
are critical to wildli  fe and fish and provide other functions that help Secchi disk readings depict water clarity in feet
maintain clear water. Prolonged high water combined with abundant " 90 ppb |parts per billion) is considered ‘impaired’
rough fish and poor water quality cause rooted aquatic plants to die. * ie bulruzh, pond lilies, cattails, arrowhead. Functions
o J c ol di y daf i y h fish include: Filter poliutants and sediment, tie up nutrients,
nce rooted aquatic plants die, algae and a few species of rough fis, shelter for fish, food and cover for wildlife, shorsline
domi nate the | akebs ecosystem, caus | |protecton
summer. The lake has experienced an excellent wildlife response with “ ie. sago pondweed, wild celery, Slodes, coontail.

. . . Functi include: Filter polivtants and sedimeant,
extensive use by water birds. Waterfowl, coots, grebes, bitterns, herons, D';:;ns:;'.v;:f prﬂ' wsje fm d"q f;. '{'ﬂ_x_,:ftr::'t‘iﬂ e
and other birds have been much more common tha n recent years, and basis of a complex foodaweb, supporting everything from
leopard frogs were notably abundant in and near the lake this summer. 6 |micreseopic animals o pike ta bald sagles

Focus On the Issues: Loss & Degradation of Wildlife Habitat

Narrative from the  Zumbro Watershed Partnership: Zumbro River Watershed Management Plan , 2007

In Section 2 of the Zumbro River Watershed Management Plan |, five key

issues affecting water quality and wildlife were identified by members,

partners and citiz ens of the community. These issues were listed in oOHabi tat [/ oss is ol
order of priority, with the second priority being loss and degradation environmental issue, but it is also a

of aquatic and terrestrial habitats community and an e«
Habitat loss is often considered an environmental issue, but it is also a

community and an economic issue. Habitat loss, degradation and fragmentation affect all of us . While deer may thrive
under these current conditions , other species have been seriously hurt, particularly grassland and savanna species like

the loggerhead shrike and reptiles and amphibians |ike the Blandingés turtle
identified by the MN DNR in o0Tomorrow's Habitat for the Wi
Species of Greatest Conservation Need or SGCN. Southeast Minnesota has some of the most SGCN, most of these in

the Blufflands or eastern portion of the watershed. This can partly be explained by the diverse habitats in the region as

well as the drastic landscape changes that have occurred post settlement.

Reductions in wildlife populations and the habitats they depend on affect our quality of life. Recreation opportunities
are reduced and the economic benefit that comes with it. Natural and scenic areas are also good for property values

and local tax base. Natural areas  provide places to hike, watch birds, fish, hunt, collect, exercise. People come from
all over the region to participate in these activities in the Zumbro River Watershed. These patrons rent canoes, stay in
area hotels and patronize local businesses. New r esidents come to the area in part because of the natural amenities

the watershed has to offer.
Please see Habitat on page 5



Page 4

Agriculture Connection 0
WHIP Helps Fund
Wildlife Habitat Projects

By Dave Copeland, District Conservationist OlIms  ted County NRCS
The USDA has a program for rural landowners who want

to develop and improve wildlife habitat. Under the

Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP), the Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides technical
and financial assista nce to establish and improve fish and
wildlife habitat. Almost any land is eligible except land

already enrolled in other USDA programs such as CRP and
EQIP.

Participants work with NRCS and other conservation

partners to prepare a wildlife habitat devel opment plan.
Some practices that may be included are in - stream
structures, establishment of trees/shrubs, shelterbelts,
native grass plantings and fencing to keep livestock out
of streams. Federal funds can reimburse up to 75% of
eligible costs. State w ildlife agencies or private
organizations may provide additional funding and
expertise to help complete the project. The total federal
cost - share cannot exceed $10,000. WHIP does not
provide rental income or easement purchase payments;
only cost - sharing to establish or improve habitat. The
cost - share agreement normally lasts from5 - 10 years.
Landowners may apply at the local NRCS office. Sign - up
is continuous, with ranking and funding periodically
throughout the year.

A Great Horned
Owl perches
above a 10 - year
old riparian

forest buffer.
Photo courtesy
of USDA NRCS

Plantings can include
fruit bearing species.
Berries provide food
for many species of
wildlife.

Photo courtesy of
USDA NRCS
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Demonstration Spotlight: Olmsted
County, Bear Creek Sub - watershed

Cut cedars
are bundled
and tied
with cables
before being
anchored
into the
bank

A cedar tree revetment was installed

August 19, 2008
in Chester Woods
Park, just before it empties into the northern most bay
of the reservoir. The cedar revet ment works by
outside bend of a
stream and protecting the cut bank from further
erosion. The fullness of the branching in the Northern

on the north branch of Bear Creek

reducing velocities of the flows in the

Red Cedars helps to trap sediment and rebuild the bank
to a stable slope and allowing it to revegetate . This
provid es additional stability and  protection from future
erosion.

Approximately 6 -8 cedars were used in this project.
The trees were cabled into the bank using a duck bill
anchor and driving rod to secure the anchor. The trees
are overlap ped approximately 25% to provide intensive
coverage of the bank and reduce failure potential.

We plan to monitor the site to see how far the channel
moves away from the cut bank as the slope repairs
itself. A cedar revetmentis an easy  and econ omical way

to stabilize an eroding streambank.

Skip Langer of the Olmsted Soil & Water Conservation District
drives a bundle of cedars into the streambank.
The cedar revetment projectis  protecting 30 - 40 feet of

previously exposed streambank.



