Zumbro Watershed Partnership, Inc.

Monthly Board of Directors Meeting Minutes

Oronoco Community Center

Thursday, June 10th, 2010

Board Members Present: Al Atkins, Jane Bailey, Muriel French, Ron Fuller, Tom Gosse, Andy Hart, Merl Norman, Harlan Pahl, Vernetta Pahl  

Members:  Scott Robertson 
Watershed Coordinator: Lisa Eadens

Draft

Item #1: Call business meeting to order – Harlan Pahl called the meeting to order at 7:04 PM. 

It was noted that ZWP chair Kyle Ketterling was not able to make the meeting due to personal health.    

- Action required: review and accept the draft agenda for the June 10th, 2010 business meeting. Tom Gosse moved to accept.  Al Atkins second.  Motion passes.
Item #2: Secretary’s report – Ron Fuller (for Katie Dudley) 
- Action required: review and approve the draft minutes from the May 13th, 2010 business meeting.  Tom Gosse moved to accept.  Andy Hart second.  Motion passes.  

- Katie Dudley will not be able to make the July meeting and has asked for a volunteer to take meeting minutes. Ron Fuller volunteered. 

Item #3: Treasurer’s Report – Andy Hart 


General Fund savings balance as of June 9th: 
$14,010.71


General Fund checking balance as of June 9th:
$110.51


Grant fund balance as of June 9th:
  
$2,678.28 





     

Total:   $16,799.50 

· Action required: Acceptance of the Treasurer’s report. 

             Tom Gosse moved to accept the report. Vernetta Pahl second.  Motion passes.
· Action required: Approve expenses.
1) $25 + $10 For ZWP coloring contest prizes (Arbor Day and Family Fun night celebrations). 
Vernetta Pahl moved to approve. Andy Hart second. Motion passes. 

2) Up to $50 to upgrade computer portable storage (16 GB “thumb drive”).  Vernetta Pahl moved to approve. Andy Hart second. Motion passes.  
Question [from May meeting]:   Can the expense for the transportation of water art pieces to Rochester be taken as a tax deduction?  Lisa Eadens and Ray Schmidt have been looking at ways to fund this – including a grant and donations. The tax deduction question is still open - Lisa and Andy will follow up.  
Item #4:  (none) 

Item #5: Committee Reports

- Executive Committee – Kyle Ketterling (absent) ------------------Report: ____Yes__X__No

- Membership/Fundraising Committee – (no chair) ----------------
Report: ____Yes__X__No

  Lisa will send an email to members asking for a volunteer to chair this committee.


- Human Resources Committee – Andy Hart------------------------
Report: ____Yes__X__No


- Nomination Committee – Katie Dudley (absent) -----------------
Report: ____Yes__X__No

  There is an open ZWP citizen board member seat – Lisa will post on the ZWP web site.  

- Education/Forum Committee – Lisa Eadens for Gael Entrikin - Report: _X_Yes_____No

· Water Matters Group – Copies of the Water Matters June-August calendar were available. [This calendar is also on the ZWP web site at www.zumbrowatershed.org/files/JuneJulyAugust_Calendar.pdf ] 
Two events this coming weekend: 

--The Drain (bus tour) – June 12th 9:30. There are still a few seats open – call 226-6787 to register – cost is $25 / person. Bus loads at RCTC.   
-- The Zumbro River Cleanup Weekend – June 12th and 13th – Call 507-367-2658 for more information.


· Women and Water Art Exhibit – No update. 

Item #6: Partner Meeting Reports
--Tom Gosse (Wabasha County SWCD) noted that Minnesota has a new NRCS State Conservationist [Don Baloun].  Tom said that he has met with the Wabasha County SWCD board and his goal is to visit all 80 NRCS service centers around the state during his first six months.  Tom also mentioned a possible feedlot tour on June 22nd. 

--Al Atkins gave a plug for the Zumbro River Community Festival which will take place at Camp Victory on June 26th from 4 - 10:30PM.  [ www.zumbrorivercommunityfestival.org ]

Item #7: Watershed Outreach Coordinator Report 

Lisa Eadens – Presented her Report to the Board of Directors dated June 10, 2010. (Coordinator’s Reports can be found at www.zumbrowatershed.org – click on About Us.) Highlights from this report: 

· Press release about Drain Tour 

· May edition of Zumbro Current has been sent out. Note that this edition is in color due to a mistake on the printers part so there was no additional cost. (Our newsletters are normally done in black and white.)    

· McKnight Foundation grant proposal for operational funds and matching grant - expect a site visit from McKnight between now and August.

· Lisa has been invited to present at an LCCMR hearing on the grant proposal for Prioritizing Critical Restoration Sites in the Zumbro Watershed. We are partnering with MDA (Adam Birr). The hearing will be at the end of June.         

Item #8: Unfinished Business

· Think Green Fair Booth. Volunteers are still needed. Lisa will send out an email to members. Help is especially needed for the later part of the day. This event is set for June 26th 10:00AM to 9:00PM at Olmsted County Fairgrounds.  

· Booth at Breakfast on the Farm.  This happens to be the same day as the Think Green Fair, but since it starts earlier (6:30AM), ZWP may be able to have something there as well. Lisa will check on the availability of a spot and let us know. Let Lisa know if you can help with this. Breakfast on the Farm is part of Rochesterfest and this year will be at the Heins farm north of Eyota on MN Hwy 42 (just North of County 9).  
Item #9: New Business

· ZWP Public Service Announcement and Video 
Lisa Eadens gave an update on this activity. The idea of producing a PSA comes from (board member) Bill Planton, and involves using existing video clips to edit a short (30-60 second) video that could be shown on local TV and possibly aired on radio as well. Randy Brock (KTTC TV) has agreed to do the voice over.  Al Atkins, Ron Fuller, and Lisa met with Bill (on May 19th) to select clips from existing videos. Anyone interested in being involved should contact Bill (288-4624) or Lisa (226-6787).    

· Al Atkins asked if there are plans to have a guest speaker at our next meeting. Harlan Pahl will check on the availability of Dr Paul Jackson, St. Olaf College.     

Item #10: Next Business Meeting Announcement 

The next board meeting of the Zumbro Watershed Partnership will be July 8th, 2010 from 7-9 pm at the Oronoco Community Center.  

Item #11: Adjourn business meeting  

Al Atkins moved to adjourn. Muriel French second. Motion passes. Meeting adjourned at 8:10PM.


Harlan Pahl, Vice Chair  

Ron Fuller (for Katie Dudley, Secretary) 

