Zumbro Watershed Partnership, Inc.

Monthly Board of Directors Meeting Minutes

Oronoco Community Center

Thursday, July 8th, 2010

Board Members Present: Al Atkins, Glenn Faith, Ron Fuller, Tom Gosse, Andy Hart, Kyle Ketterling, Harlan Pahl, Vernetta Pahl, Bill Plantan, Ray Schmitz     
Members:  Gael Entrikin, Scott Robertson, Dan Schiefert
Watershed Coordinator: Lisa Eadens

Draft

Item #1: Call business meeting to order – Kyle Ketterling called the meeting to order at 7:10 PM. 

- Action required: Review and accept the draft agenda for the July 8th, 2010 business meeting. Vernetta Pahl moved to accept.  Tom Gosse second.  Motion passes.
Item #2: Secretary’s report – Ron Fuller (for Katie Dudley) 
- Action required: review and approve the draft minutes from the June 10th, 2010 business meeting.  Tom Gosse moved to accept.  Vernetta Pahl second.  Motion passes.  

Item #3: Treasurer’s Report – Andy Hart 


General Fund checking balance as of July 7th:
$354.37

MN Waters Grant balance as of July 7th:

$1,835.00

General Fund savings balance as of July 7th: 
$10,587.42


Grant fund balance as of July 7th:
  
$1,063.56





     

Total:   $13,840.35 


Andy pointed out that this is a snapshot of our finances and does show our budget or take into account pending grant requests. 

We expect to receive $5,000 in matching grant funds from the McKnight Foundation grant. 

Vernetta Pahl moved to pay our watershed coordinator from general funds, if the matching funds are not received in time. Bill Plantan 2nd. Motion carried. 

· Action required: Acceptance of the Treasurer’s report. 

       Vernetta Pahl moved to accept the report. Harlan Pahl second.  Motion carried.
· Action required: Approve expenses. 
More ZWP brochures are needed, primarily for upcoming county fairs. We need enough to get through October, and then the brochure will likely be updated. Andy Hart moved to authorize spending up to $300 for this brochure order. Tom Gosse 2nd. Motion carried.  

Since Lisa will be on vacation, Kyle volunteered to follow-up on getting the brochures printed.     
Item #4:  (none) 

Item #5: Committee Reports

- Executive Committee – Kyle Ketterling (absent) ------------------Report: ____Yes__X__No

- Membership/Fundraising Committee – (no chair) ----------------
Report: ____Yes__X__No

Dan Schiefert expressed interest in serving on this committee.

  


- Human Resources Committee – Andy Hart------------------------
Report: ____Yes__X__No


- Nomination Committee – Katie Dudley (absent) -----------------
Report: ____Yes__X__No

- Education/Forum Committee – Gael Entrikin - Report: _X_Yes_____No

· Water Matters Group 

Most Water Matters events have been well attended however only a few attended the June 6th Scavenging the Shores of Silver Lake.  There is concern that no one has signed up for the tour of the Rochester Water Reclamation Plant (Friday July 23rd  4:00 PM & Saturday July 24th 10:30AM). Please email  watermatters@charter.net or call 288-3948 by July 20th if you plan to attend.  

[Side note: Glenn pointed out that Milorganite is a fertilizer made from Milwaukee Sewerage Plant sludge and is available in local stores.]

· Women and Water Art Exhibit 

There is an opportunity for volunteers coming in November: Water Matters will be doing an art show at the Cascade Meadows Wetlands and Environmental Science Center from November 12th to December 10th.  This is a show with exhibits from the Rivers of Regeneration Show that was done at the Katherine Nash Gallery this spring.  Volunteers are needed for: 

· Setup on November 8th
· Potluck (coordinator needed) on November 8th 

· Publicity (several opportunities)

· Staffing the show (up to 4 hour shifts – training will be provided)

Please contact Gael at 288-3948 (or watermatters@charter.net ), if you would like to help.   

Another possible attraction for the show is either an appearance or artwork/video by a person (Billy Cramato) who swam the length of the Mississippi in 1997 to raise awareness of water issues. 

Water Matters is working on a grant request for this show.  

The Water Matters series will be over by mid December. Anyone interested in continuing ZWP water education outreach please contact Gael. 

Item #6: Partner Meeting Reports
None 

Item #7: Watershed Outreach Coordinator Report 

Lisa Eadens – Presented her Report to the Board of Directors dated July 8, 2010. (Coordinator’s Reports can be found at www.zumbrowatershed.org – click on About Us.) Some highlights from this report: 

· Drain Field trip    

· Think Green Fair 

· Breakfast on the Farm         

· McKnight Foundation $10k matching grant. First $5k has been raised.  Currently have $1,211 of the second $5K with a deadline of August 31st.  If you have not already done so, this would be a good time to pay your dues or to make a donation. 

· MPCA Surface Water Assessment grant 

· Minnesota Waters Conservation Partnership grant (Buffer Brochure)

· Summary of current grants and grant proposals 
A grant proposal called “Prioritizing Critical Restoration Sites in the Zumbro Watershed” has been submitted to LCCMR.  Lisa presented to the commission on this. They will be making a decision by July 15th.  Ron Fuller suggested that ZWP members send letters of support for this project to the LCCMR.  Lisa will send email with information on the project ID (037-B) and where to send the letter – (Susan Thornton - susan.thornton@lccmr.leg.mn). 

· MPCA contract for ZWP to update the Zumbro River Management Plan and write TMDL Implementation Plan. 

· ZWP Memberships and fundraising report. Directors that have not paid their dues are urged to do so. 

· PAC meeting scheduled for July 22nd 1:30-3:30 at Oronoco Community Center.  

Item #8: Unfinished Business    
· Think Green Fair Booth - Lisa: Went well - lots of people showed interest in the watershed as well as rain barrels, rain gardens, and so on.  Many ZWP newsletters and brochures handed out.  
· Booth at Breakfast on the Farm - Pahls: Good attendee turnout and interest.  Rain garden, rain barrel, and farm information handouts.  
· ZWP Public Service Announcement (PSA) and Video - Bill Plantan: A 60 second video is being produced with the help of Randy Brock and Dave Osborn (KTTC TV) that will help educate the viewers about our watershed and the importance of protecting and preserving it. The video is being edited from existing footage from KTTC as well as Bill’s videos showing fishing and canoeing on the Zumbro.  Script for the voiceover is needed. Anyone with ideas for the script should send them to Lisa (admin@zumbrowatershed.org).  When the video is ready (target before August board meeting), we should plan to have a meeting to review and discuss ideas for the script.      
Item #9: New Business

· Action required: Vote on ZWP/Cascade Meadows newest proposal for collaboration. Reference document: “Zumbro Watershed Partnership / Cascade Meadow Wetlands & Environmental Science Center Agreement” created by Lisa Eadens and Larry Tarnow and dated June 24, 2010. 

A number of points in the agreement and details of having our coordinator divide her work day between ZWP and CM were discussed.   

Ron Fuller made a motion that this agreement be accepted by the board with the understanding that there are some details such as the ZWP support payment and schedule that may need to be fine tuned.  Kyle Ketterling second. Motion carried.           

· Ray Schmitz CAPX-2020 (high voltage power transmission line project) crosses our watershed (as well as others), however the watershed organizations have not been involved in the comments. Ray asked if we should have a more formalized position regarding the impact on such things as soil conservation, stream crossings, and so on.  For more information on that project, see http://www.capx2020.com/ .         

· Kyle has a speaker for our November board meeting. Norm Erickson – topic: Energy and alternative energies.  

· County fairs: Olmsted – August 2nd thru 8th; Goodhue – August 10th thru 14th; Wabasha – August 14th thru 17th ; Dodge – August 14th thru 18th .  We should make an effort to have brochures there for distribution.   

Item #10: Next Business Meeting Announcement 

Kyle Ketterling: The next board meeting of the Zumbro Watershed Partnership will be August 12th, 2010 from 7-9 pm at the Oronoco Community Center.  

Item #11: Adjourn business meeting  

Kyle Ketterling adjourned the meeting at 9:17PM. 


Kyle Ketterling, Chair  

Ron Fuller (for Katie Dudley), Secretary

